
Bio for Father Rick Nagel 

Father Rick Nagel was born and raised on a family farm in Rensselaer, Indiana.  He 
is one of nine children of Gerald and Rita Nagel.  After graduation from Rensselaer 
Central High School, he attended Purdue University and received both a bachelor 
of science and master’s degree in Agriculture Education.  He worked in several 
Agricultural Science and Education careers serving companies/organizations 
including Eli Lilly& Co., Tri-County School Corporation and the Indiana FFA 
Organization.  He was the founding Director of STAR Academy, an inner city 
Agricultural Education Magnet for college bound students and was State Director 
for the Indiana FFA Association and Foundation. 

He entered Saint Meinrad Seminary in 2002 and was ordained a Catholic Priest on 
June 2, 2007. Father Nagel’s first assignment was as Associate Pastor of Our Lady 
of the Greenwood, Greenwood, Indiana and Associate Director of Vocations for 
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.  He was also named by Archbishop Daniel 
Buechlein as the first Director of Young Adult and Collage Campus Ministry for the 
Archdiocese and led the establishment of the office and outreach.  In 2009, he 
was named chaplain of Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
while remaining as director of Young Adult and College Campus Ministry, and 
sacramental assistance at St. John the Evangelist, Indianapolis.  In 2011, he 
became administrator of St. John the Evangelist, while continuing as Director of 
Young Adult and College Campus Ministry and Chaplain of IUPUI.  And, in 2012, he 
was named pastor of St. John the Evangelist. In 2018, he was reappointed pastor 
of St. John the Evangelist, Indianapolis and continuing as Catholic Chaplain, 
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. 

Father Nagel enjoys time with family (8 siblings, 8 in laws, 34 nieces and nephews 
and 20 great nieces and nephews), mountain hiking, wakeboarding, leading 
pilgrimages, wood working and restoration of antiques.  He restored an 1860 log 
cabin in Brown County, Indiana, and enjoys free time there and on the lake. He 
led the restoration of historic St. John the Evangelist Church (est. 1937) after an 
arson fire in 2013 and led a campaign to “Open Wide the Doors to Christ,” 
welcoming thousands of people into the church during Super Bowl  XLVI.   



In an effort to support a preference for the poor, Father Nagel expanded the 
homeless ministry of the parish which now serves over 150 poor and homeless 
neighbors daily.  He also established 5 sister parish relationships between United 
States and Haiti Parishes, in the diocese of Port-au-Paix.  He was the founder of 
the Race for Vocations in Indianapolis which now has over 500 runners annually.  
His current parish of St. John the Evangelist is one of the first in the nation to hire 
two fulltime missionaries in an effort to make missionary disciples of all people.  
Their intentional outreach to young adults has built up the young church in 
Indianapolis and St. John’s is the home to over 1200 young adult Catholics.  Father 
Nagel’s favorite saints are St. John Paul II, St. John Bosco, St. Paul, St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, St. Francis of Assisi and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


